 Story Technique Practice
The most important thing for any good story is that you show the reader the story, rather than tell them.  There are many ways to do this, and this worksheet will help you practice some of them.

One of the best ways to show a story is to use metaphors and similes.  A simile is a comparison between two unlike objects using the words “like” or “as.”  A metaphor is the same thing, except it doesn’t use “like or “as,” it just goes right ahead and compares things.




Metaphor:  The moon is a macaroni shell




Simile:  The moon is like a macaroni shell

Let’s try it, shall we?

Come up with five nouns, verbs or adjectives that can be compared to something and then, you know, compare them.  

1.  word:
  ran
     comparison: ran like a wounded duck
2.  word:

     comparison:

3.  word:

     comparison:

4.  word:

     comparison:

5.  word:

     comparison:

6. word:

     comparison

Another way to add descriptive flavor is to make your verbs more specific.  If you write “he went to the store,” your writing is very vague and general and won’t be very interesting.  There are a thousand ways he could accomplish “went”: driving a car, riding a scooter, crawling on his hands and knees, flying a plane, etc. etc.  Instead of he “went,” you can write “he drove” or “he jogged.”  Next, you can become even more specific (remember, we want to show the scene and not just tell about it).  You can say how he jogged by adding an adverb, like “jogged quickly” or “jogged noisily.” You can also add a physical description like “he jogged noisily, change jingling in his pockets.”  Also, don’t forget those similes and metaphors.  “He jogged noisily to the store, change jingling in his pockets like the harness on Santa’s sleigh.”  This creates a much clearer image than just plain old “he went.”

Now you try it. Write five sentences that have a specific verb, an adverb attached to a verb, a physical description, and a simile or a metaphor to finish out the sentence. 

1. They wobbled uncertainly, their weary feet dragging like the belly of a pregnant gator. 
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
Now that you’ve done that, there is another easy way to improve your story quickly.  That is, to set your dialogue apart from the rest of the story.  For instance, instead of writing “and then my dad said that we should get inside,” try writing: 

“Get inside!” Dad said.

Once you’ve done that, try getting more specific with the “said” part, and also try to add a physical description of the character as they are saying something:  


“Get inside!” Dad screamed hoarsely, pointing to the tornado.

Write five sentences in which somebody says something and 1) set it apart with quotations, and then 2) make the “said” portion more specific with a more detailed verb. 3) Add an adverb to the “screamed” or “whispered” part. 4) Add a physical description of the person doing the speaking.

1.

2.

3.

4.

The last thing that I’d like you to try is creating a vivid opening, or one that will capture the readers’ interest and make them want to read more.  One of the best ways to do this is by starting out with a two or three sentence physical description of a thing or person and then having someone interact with the object or person.  Find an object or person to focus on and write a three sentence description of it here. Then add a fourth sentence in which some sort of action takes place:

