Instructor:
Mrs. McGaughey 

email: mcgaughey.samantha@illiniwest.org
Course:   Algebra 1






phone:   217-357-2136, ext. 1528
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This is a traditional college prep course that covers the major topics of algebra and some statistics concepts.  Topics include mathematic operations with real numbers, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, solving and graphing quadratic equations and inequalities, mathematic operations with exponents, radical expressions and polynomials, and factoring polynomials and some statistics topics.  Real-life situations and problem solving are provided in all topic areas.  This course is a pre-requisite for Geometry and Algebra II.
REQUIRED MATERIALS: All materials are to be brought to class every day, including your textbook.

3 ring binder(1 ½ “)
Graph paper

2 pens (2 colors)
index cards

paper


Scientific calculator
dividers
several pencils (pen is NOT acceptable)
QUARTER GRADE:  Grades are based on points you earn and effort you put forth to learn the material.
SEMESTER GRADE:  Your Semester grade will be based on the following:  45% 1st quarter grade, 45% 2nd quarter grade, and 10% semester exam.

BELL WORK:  When you come into the classroom you need to have your assignment out and ready to check.  While waiting for the bell to ring or for  me to check your assignment, you will find vocab words on the board that you need to look up in the glossary and put on index cards. 

ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments will be given daily.  You will also be given some time at the end of the period to get started on the homework and ask questions, time permitting.  You will be expected to use this time for Algebra homework.  If you choose not to then you will spend time with me afterschool (detention).  Homework will be checked daily.  You can earn up to 3 points for each assignment completed.  You need to label each section of homework with the section number as well as page numbers and the assignment.   All work must be shown- not just answers.  That includes all drawings, equations, etc. must be there.  I do not accept any late work!  Come to class prepared.  
QUIZZES: There will be 1-3 quizzes per chapter.  I believe in partial credit, so it is to your advantage to attempt every problem on the quiz.  I will give daily quizzes if needed.

TESTS: There will be a chapter test over each chapter.  I will give a review assignment before the test.
RE-TAKE:  You will be allowed to re-take a quiz or test if you score below a 60%.  You cannot score higher that a 60% on the re-take.  It is up to the student to come to me with-in a week to retake a quiz or test.  I must be given a 24 hour notice to run copies in advance.
BINDERS:  Binders will be collected at least once a quarter.  Your binder grade is based on keeping track of homework and worksheets, taking notes and organizing it all in your binder.
ABSENCES: If you are absent you are responsible for getting your assignments from me and completing your work on time.  See me after class to get make up work and notes.  You get one day to make up work for each day gone.  All pre-announced tests, quizzes, and assignments will be completed on the first day back.  It is up to the student to make sure to turn in absent work.  Any work not made up on time will earn you a zero.  
COURTESY TO OTHERS:
· Watch your language.  An educated person is able to express him/herself without using objectionable language.

· No put-downs!  Life is tough enough.  Let’s encourage and support each other.

· Do not get up in the middle of class to sharpen you pencil or do something else which is distracting.  Plan ahead.  Keep an extra pencil.

EXTRA HELP: Please feel free to come in for extra help.  I am here from 8:00am to 4:00 pm every day. This is your opportunity and your responsibility.  If you plan on getting help in the morning, please check in at the office.  They will call my room to see if I am here and then send you. 
ROOM RULES: All Handbook rules and policies will apply as well as:

1.  Come in, be seated, take out homework.

2.  Come to class prepared!  You will not be allowed to leave the room.
3.  It is important that you write legibly.  If I can not read your work, it will be counted wrong.

4.  Respect others and their property.  If it does not belong to you, then leave it alone.

5.  Stay seated throughout class until the dismissal bell or until I dismiss you.

6.  No food or beverage will be allowed in the room!

7.  Restrict conversation to class matters.

8.  Follow Directions!

9.  Only the teacher is allowed to adjust the radio, air conditioner, fan, etc.
10.  No students allowed to sit at my desk or to use my computer for any reason.

11.  No electronic devices of any kind are to be brought to my room, except a calculator.
12.  If you borrow something of mine you need to return it from where you got it!

13.  No talking/communicating during a quiz or test.  Bring extra work with you in case you finish early.

14.  No writing on my posters, walls, desktops, etc.  This will be considered destruction of school property.

Consequences for breaking any rule or misbehavior:
Change of seat.

Detentions will be issued as needed.  
Referral to office.

Severe Clause: Automatic removal from the room.

**These rules and/or policies are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion.

Best wishes for a Successful Semester!!

Mrs. McGaughey   :)

This is the first page in you binder.

