What Makes a Well-Crafted Poem?

Fresh use of symbols and images: reworks traditional symbols into something new

Is musical without being sing-songy: uses technique without showing it

Avoids clichés

Provokes thought and an emotional or sensual response

Is authentic to the writers real voice in setting or word choice
Rewards multiple readings: reveals further meaning with further thought
Is linked to shared experience or emotion between writer and readers

Use of rhyme (if any) adds to the overall effect and doesn’t detract from meaning

