The Declaration of Independence Response Questions

1. According to the first paragraph of The Declaration, who is the audience for which the Declaration is written?
2. According to the same paragraph, why was The Declaration written?

3. What is the purpose of government, according the text?

4. What are people duty-bound to do when a government is abusive?

5. Parallelism (or parallel structure) is the repetition of grammatically similar words, phrases, or sentences to emphasize a point or stir the emotions of a reader or listener, creating a rhythm or cadence. Besides the use of parallelism in repeating “he has” in the accusations against the king, where else is there parallelism in The Declaration?
6. Jefferson, a writer of The Declaration of Independence, believed that freedom always comes with a particular burden to those who possess it. What do you think this burden is?

7. If you were a citizen who did not want to separate from British rule, what are three arguments you might make against The Declaration.

After each of the following accusations against the king, reword th e charge to make it clear (in modern language) what the king has done.

8. He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
9. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

10. He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise; the state remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 
